
 

For further information or to 
request assistance please  
contact us at:  
 
Technical Assistance Programme 
Secretariat of the Stockholm Convention  
United Nations Environment  
Programme (UNEP) 
11-13 Chemin des Anémones 
CH-1219 Châtelaine GE, Switzerland 
Tel:  +41 22 917 8729 
Fax: +41 22 917 8098 

Email: TA@pops.int 

 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

The first joint consultative meeting bringing 
together the regional partners mandated to 
implement the Basel, Rotterdam and Stock-
holm Conventions was held in Barcelona from 
27 September to 1 October 2010. The meet-
ing comprised three major segments, an an-
nual meeting of the regional centres, the joint 
consultative meetings of the regional centres 
and offices under all three Conventions and a 
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 S I X T H  M E E T I N G  O F  T H E  P O P R C  

The sixth meeting of the Persistent Organic 
Pollutants Review Committee will be held 
from 11 to 15 October 2010 at the Interna-
tional Conference Centre in Geneva, Switzer-
land. It will convene 31 experts, out of which 
17 new members will be starting their 4-year 
term.  

The Committee will review three chemicals 
proposed for listing in Annexes A, B, or C of 
the Stockholm Convention: endosulfan, which 

segment on train the trainers. 

An assessment of the progress made by the 
centres in implementing their work plans was 
carried out under third annual meeting of the 
Stockholm Convention centres. Revising of the 
work plans to more realistic plans and enhanc
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is at the final stage of the review process (risk 
management evaluation) and hexabromocyclo-
dodecane and short-chained chlorinated paraf-
fins which are at the second stage (risk profile). 
The Committee will also consider additional in-
formation on adverse effects of endosulfan on 
human health. 

Following the entry into force of the amend-
ments to the Convention on 26 August 2010, 
several technical matters will be examined by 
the Committee, such as:  the technical review of 
the implications of recycling bromodiphenyl 
ethers as part of the new POPs work pro-
gramme, updating the Basel Convention techni-
cal guidelines on POPs to include new POPs. 
Regarding technical assistance, the activities 
undertaken for the effective participation of Par-
ties in the Committee’s work will also be dis-
cussed. Further issues such as the implementa-
tion of regulatory assessment schemes for new 
and existing pesticides and industrial chemicals 
and the joint activities developed under the syn-
ergies process between the Stockholm, Rotter-
dam and Basel Conventions will also be exam-
ined. 

Participants attending the joint consultation in Barcelona, Spain 

©
CP

/R
AC

 

  Sixth meeting of the 
POPRC 

    
Joint meeting of regional 
centres and regional of-
fices 
 
The Small Grant Pro-
gramme 
 
Capacity Assistance on 
legal issues 
 
Training on resource mo-
bilization: a synergies 
exercise 
 
POPRC publications 
 
Support for the  imple-
mentation of the amend-
ments to the Convention 
 
Calendar of upcoming 
events in 2010 



The Small Grants Programme under the regional centre pro-
gramme of the Stockholm Convention is an initiative to chan-
nel funding received from bilateral donors to eligible Parties 
through the regional centres that was established in 2009 
with the initial support of the Government of Norway. In 2009 
two grants of up to 50,000 US dollars were awarded two the 
nine project proposals received by the Secretariat. The se-
lected project proposals aimed at building the capacities of 
the Parties they serve, in the areas of hazardous chemical 
management and  the updating of the national implementa-
tion plans in  light of the inclusion of  9 new POPs to the 
Convention.  

Taking into account the success of the programme the Secre-
tariat decided to continue it, and thus the regional centres under 
the Convention were invited to submit project proposals under 
the Programme by 31 July 2010. A total of ten project proposals 
requesting funding for up to 50,000 US dollars were received by 
the Secretariat, two joint and eight individual project proposals 
covering diverse areas of the technical assistance and capacity 
building.  

After a reviewing the proposals on a competitive basis, the fol-
lowing two project proposals have been selected for funding: 
“Capacity building workshop as a base for development of am-
bient air monitoring network of POPS including the new 9 POPs 
in the region of West Asia “a joint submission by KISR, the 
Stockholm Convention Regional centre in Kuwait and RECE-
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The adoption of adequate legal frameworks is particularly 
essential to implement the Stockholm Convention at the 
national and regional levels, with Parties obliged to develop 
and implement appropriate national legislation and regula-
tion. 

The recent ‘Synergies Decisions’ state that actions taken to 
enhance coordination and cooperation should be aimed at 
strengthening implementation at national, regional and 
global levels, promoting coherent policy guidance and en-
hancing efficiency in providing support to Parties under all 
three Chemical and Waste Conventions.  

Consequently, the Secretariat of the Stockholm Convention, 
together jointly with  the Secretariats of the Rotterdam and 
Basel Conventions, are developing a programme of legal 
technical assistance and capacity building, which shall be 
delivered through workshops among others.  

The cycle of ‘legal workshops’ aims to enhance Parties’ ca-
pacity to adopt and implement national legal frameworks, 
including legislation, regulating chemicals, hazardous and 
other wastes, in compliance with, and in synergy between, 

Upcoming synergies workshops are scheduled to be held 
on:  

•  2-4 November 2010 in Bratislava, Slovakia for Central and 
Eastern Europe; 
•  6-8 December 2010 in San Salvador, El Salvador for Central 
America and the Caribbean.  

the Stockholm, Rotterdam and Basel Conventions.  

The workshops will mainly focus on Parties that have not yet 
adopted, in their view, adequate national legal frameworks, but 
are also open to Parties seeking assistance in improving drafting 
of or compliance with existing national legislation.  

Aimed at law and policy makers, legislative, administrative and 
judiciary authorities, the workshops are planned for 2010 / 2011, 
back-to-back with other activities.  

For further information, please contact the Secretariat at: 
TA@pops.int. 

2. Latin American and Caribbean POPs Contaminated sites 
Training Course: Identification, Assessment and Manage-
ment 
 
The selected project is essentially a training course comprising 
theoretical and practical sessions for thirty participants from 
different Parties of the region. Identification and management of 
contaminated site is one of the priority assistance areas identi-
fied in the national implementation of the region. Identification 
and the management of contaminated site is one of the core 
areas of competence of the applicant institution as well.  

1.Capacity Building Workshop as a Base for the Develop-
ment of the Ambient Air Monitoring Network of POPs 
including the nine New POPs, in the Region of West Asia 
 
It is a joint project proposal between two regional centres 
from two different regions having expertise on the monitoring 
of environmental chemicals for decades. The project aims at 
building  capacities of the Parties of the West Asia region in 
monitoring of the POPs in different media also contributes in 
the work of global monitoring and the effectiveness evaluation 
of the Convention.  

TOX the Stockholm Convention Regional centre in the Czech 
Republic and “A Latin American and Caribbean POPs contami-
nated sites training course: Identification, Assessment and man-
agement” submitted by CETESB, the Stockholm Regional cen-
tre in Brazil.  

Participants attending a training activiy  organized  by the Centre in Algers 
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As part of the series of 
workshops on enhan-
cing cooperation and 
coordination among the 
Basel, Rotterdam and 

Stockholm Conventions, the three Secretariats are partnering 
with the United Nations Institute for Training and Research 
(UNITAR) to enhance resource mobilization for chemicals and 
waste management.  
 

The first component of the workshops focuses on the process 
underway to further promote a coordinated implementation of 
the conventions at the national and regional levels. To this 
end, a stronger emphasis will be put on creating a more inter-
linked and coordinated legal and regulatory environment at the 
country level. Building on the training expertise of UNITAR, 
the second element of the workshops aims at building capaci-
ties in strategizing efforts for resource mobilization at the na-
tional level, e.g. on how to develop sound project proposals 
and successfully target donors.  
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Greater Strength in Sync 

(Continued from page 1) 

ing communication on implementation progress among others 
was agreed. Similarly representatives from the Centres and 
regional offices exchanged their work plans and expertise 
among themselves. Promoting regional coordination among all 
the partners outside the Convention boxes in providing techni-
cal assistance to the Parties was highlighted. Similarly facilita-
tion of south-south cooperation, exchange of business plans 
and work plans, work calendars was deemed to be very useful 
by participants. Discussions on resource mobilization an illigel 
trade were also held. In addition participants attended a training 
session on the Green Customs Initiative. The meeting con-
cluded with various recommendations in the areas of resources 
mobilization strategies, networking, project development, re-
gional centres/offices and regional focal centres, among others. 

  Working group training  via video-conference 

Guidance on considerations related 
to alternatives and substitutes for 
listed persistent organic pollutants 
and candidate chemicals (2009) 

 Code of practice for the treat-
ment of confidential information 

in the POPRC (2007) 

Pocket Guide for effective partici-
pation in the POPs Review Com-

mittee under the Stockholm 
Convention (2009) 

The 9 new POPs Risk Mana-
gement Evaluations  

2005-2008  

Guidance on feasible flame-
retardant alternatives to commer-

cial pentabromodiphenyl ether 

Handbook for effective participa-
tion in the Persistent Organic 
Pollutant  Review Committee 

Other POPRC guidance documents under  preparation: 

•  Guidance document on alternatives to perfluorooctane sulfo-
nic acid (PFOS) and its derivatives 

•  Guidance on information collection for the 9 new POPs. 

A V A I L A B L E  P O P R C  
P U B L I C A T I O N S  



Following positive feedback received on its 
recent capacity building activities on new 
POPs, the Secretariat has planned two new 
regional workshops to be held for French-
speaking Africa on 1-4 November in Dakar, 
Senegal and for Asia on 23-26 November in 
Bangkok, Thailand. With the entry into force 
of the amendments on 26 August 2010, Par-
ties have expressed more pressing needs to 
assess their national situation with regards to 
the nine new POPs. By going through new 
obligations for Parties, e.g. how to register for 
a specific exemption, the workshops will allow 
for broad questioning, such as possible 
control options for new POPs, including subs-
titutions and alternative technologies to per-
fluorooctane sulfonates (PFOS) and bromina-
ted flame retardants (BFRs), and opportuni-
ties for accessing financial and technical sup-
port to update their national implementation 
plans.  

Registrations to participate in the workshops organised by the Secretariat of the Stockholm  
Convention must be submitted through the official contact points designated by Parties for the 
performance of administrative functions and formal communication under the Convention or the  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  

For further information on the activities organized by the Secretariat and the Stockholm re-
gional centres, please visit us at www.pops.int. To request assistance, please 
send a message to: TA@pops.int. 
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C O N T I N U I N G  S U P P O R T  I N  R E G I O N S  T O W A R D  T H E  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  O F  T H E  
A M E N D E M E N T S  T O  T H E  C O N V E N T I O N  

DATE ACTIVITY VENUE TARGET AUDIENCE 

11-13  

October  
Regional Green Customs Workshop for Eastern and Cen-
tral Asian Region (ECA) 

Ashgabat, Turkmenistan  Customs Authorities  

11-15 

October 
Sixth Meeting of the Persistent Organic Pollutant Review 
Committee (POPRC) 

Geneva, Switzerland Members and observers 

17-21 

October 

Regional awareness-raising workshop on the guidelines on 

BAT and BEP and the environmentally sound management 

of PCBs and POPs wastes 

Kuwait City, Kuwait 
OCPs and FPs from Arabic-

speaking Parties 

28 October CIESP/CETESB workshop on plant protection legislation Sao Paolo, Brasil 
For further information : 

www.cetesb.sp.gov.br 

1-4 

November 

Regional workshop on new POPs, the process for review-

ing and updating National Implementation Plans, reporting 

requirements under Article 15 

Dakar, Senegal 
OCPs and FPs from French-

speaking Africa 

1-4 

November 

Regional synergies workshops on enhancing cooperation 

and coordination for the implementation of the Basel, Rot-

terdam and Stockholm Conventions 

Bratislava, Slovakia 
OCPs and FPs from Central and 

Eastern Europe 

1-4 

November 

Regional workshop on new POPs, the process for review-

ing and updating National Implementation Plans, reporting 

requirements under Article 15 

Bangkok, Thailand  OCPs and FPs from Asia 

6-8 

December  

Regional synergies workshops on enhancing cooperation 

and coordination for the implementation of the Basel, Rot-

terdam and Stockholm Conventions 

San Salvador, El Salva-

dor 

OCPs, DNAs and  FPs from Central 

America and the Carribbean 

15-17 

December  

The 5th International Conference on Waste Management 

and Technology  
Beijing, China 

For further information :                     

http://sc.bcrc.cn 

Three of the eight acceptable purposes for the production and use of PFOS: 1. Photo 
resist and anti-reflective coatings for semi-conductors, 2. Foam fire extinguishers, 3. In-
sect baits for control of leaf-cutting ants. 

1. 3. 

2. 


