Report of the teleconference of the regional organization group of the WEOG Region

To support initiation of regional organization group activities in the WEOG region the Secretariat organized a teleconference which took place on Tuesday 27 November 2007 from 14:30 to 17:00 middle European time. The agenda of the teleconference was as follows:
1. Background to the GMP, expected outputs;
2. Selecting appropriate readily available data sets and agreeing on arrangements to receive them;

3. Establishing arrangements for regional cooperation;

4. Establishing arrangements to draft the regional monitoring report.
A set of questions related to the particular agenda items was circulated by the Secretariat and the regional organization group members provided their input and shared it among themselves before the teleconference. 

All six regional organization group members participated in the teleconference. In addition, the following observers were present: Cathy Banic, Derek Muir and Cheryl Heathwood (Canada), Lars-Otto Reiersen (AMAP), Knut Breivik (NILU-EMEP) 

The present report is summarizing the input received from the particular regional organization group members in writing, as well as the discussion and conclusions during the teleconference.
Elements of the Strategy and Workplan of the Regional Organization Group of the WEOG Region to Elaborate the Regional Monitoring Report under the POPs Global Monitoring Plan.

Agenda item 1: Background to the GMP, expected outputs
The Secretariat prepared a short summary on this agenda item, attached to this report as annex 1;

Agenda item 2: Selecting appropriate readily available data sets and agreeing on arrangements to receive them
The regional organization group members agreed that preferably readily available data generated by national and international programmes, which are fulfilling the data quality criteria set out in annex I to the implementation plan (document UNEP/POPS/COP.3/23/Rev.1) will be used for the regional monitoring report. 
While using data from international programmes covering more UN regions, data with geographic relevance should be considered. It is understood that there might be certain overlaps in the regional reports due to this fact. While considering these programmes the potential for cros-regional coordination and synergies in support of GMP implementation could be explored.
Further considerations with regard to facilitating preparation of the global monitoring report, which is an integration of the regional monitoring reports, will be performed by the coordination group as set out in its TOR to be found in annex to the decision SC-3/19.
Information about POPs levels in the core matrices is relevant, as well as information about the existing capacity to generate such data.  Information from media other than air and human tissues may also be included, especially when trend data is available.
The report should contain sufficient data to establish the baseline concentrations of POPs in core matrices in order to evaluate effectiveness of the Convention in the future. The reference year is 2003, however information related to the sampling window 1998-2005 may be considered for setting the baseline. In addition, information on already existing data trends is valuable.

The following available data sets have been identified:
AIR

· EMEP

· AMAP
· MONARPOP

· Mediterranean: Barcelona Convention/MAP (air measurements of some POPs)
- 
NDAMN - National Dioxin Air Monitoring Network (US background sites)
· AMAP 
· IADN (Integrated atmospheric deposition programme (USA, Canada)
· GAPS
· GAO (Global Atmospheric observation)

· Special studies (e.g. POPs deposition in Baltic sea)

· Spain-HV air data (since 1994 20-60 HV samplers PCBs and PCDD/F); 

· MEDPOL network- very good base for deployment of passive samplers in the future to enhance data coverage for the second and subsequent evaluations (GROUP-2)

MILK:

· WHO database: contains only data from the WHO surveys (3rd and fourth round) Reports should be available early 2008;
· Spain-activities of national institute of health (PCBs, DDT, PCDD/F)
· National studies (Sweden from 1970; 
· Portugal will start POPs milk study in 2008 (according to the WHO guidelines)

· Canadian Human Milk Survey;
· Other national programmes as listed in the document UNEP/POPS/COP.3/INF/15;
BLOOD:

· AMAP,

· Sweden, Germany

· COPHES biomonitoring initiative in EU-(still planned)
OTHER MEDIA:

      -
AMAP (e.g. biota, water)

· Evaluation of data quality

· Most of the known programmes have been already evaluated by the TWG;

· Additional data to be evaluated according to the criteria in Annex I to the document UNEP/POPS/COP.3/23/Rev.1 
· Published pear-reviewed data may be used in addition
· Official reports from programmes/laboratories of certain quality (labs which demonstrate compliance with UNE-EN ISO/IEC 17025:2005 should be taken as a base) 

· Agree how to evaluate quality of other labs (implemented QA/QC; successful participation in interlaboratory tests, utilization of certified reference materials)
· Only carefully evaluated sporadic data should be used (e.g. to help evaluate global and regional transport of POPs-not trends)
· Selection of the data to be included into the report

· By consensus of the ROG members

· Availability of the selected data sets to the ROG members

· NILU (EMEP) hosts the air databases also for other conventions (UN ECE, OSPAR, HELCOM and AMAP). Data will be accessible to the ROG members through Tor Johannessen with assistance of Knut Brievik from NILU;
· AMAP air data up to 2005 are readily available in the NILU data warehouse. The AMAP POPs assessment report will be available only in 2009. Data to be published in this report could be also made available to the ROG members e.g. through involvement of the responsible experts in the ROG drafting team;

· Milk data from WHO surveys (3rd and fourth round) should be available compiled in reports early 2008. National milk data are not compiled by WHO;

· Additional readily available milk data from the identified national programmes (document UNEP/POPS/COP.3/INF/15) will be solicited (co-ordinated by Britta Headlund) to supplement the WHO data;

· Format of the received data

· Data presented on programme basis (summary of programme description incl. QA/QC; selected results in table format)

· Published reports;
· Existing data-warehouses or databases (EMEP, WHO) will provide data in their format;
· Possible engagement of experts in “data mining” and statistics;
· Data storage

· Preferably, the data should be kept with the programmes which produced them;

· The air database in NILU is already integrating most of the available air data in the UN ECE Region;

· Regional coverage with existing core data

· Northern area of WEOG is reasonably well covered by existing international and national programmes;
· Australia and New Zeeland have so far only sporadic data. Systematic monitoring of POPs in the stage of being implemented;
· Data gaps
· Geographic data coverage will be evaluated in the first report and if necessary strategy to fill data gaps for the future evaluations proposed;
· Timetable to receive readily available data
· Since all data are already available they could be solicited and evaluated by the ROG by February 2008 and received by the drafting team by March 2008
· In compliance with the generic ROG milestones circulated by the Secretariat a drafting workshop will be held in May 2008 to harmonize the regional reports and the first draft of the report should be available in June 2008 for regional comments and endorsement. Final regionally endorsed report should be available in October 2008. 

Agenda item 3: Establishing arrangements for regional cooperation
· Communication of the ROG members; sharing of data/information/documents

· Regular teleconferences (once/twice a month);
· E-mail discussions of the issues identified during the teleconference;

· Documents exchanged via E-mail ;
· Secure web site with limited access;

· Explore possibilities to use meeting where some of the ROG members (in particular those from oversees) will participate for face-to face meetings of at least some of the ROG members. (e.g. OECD meeting in Paris 11-15 February 2008). The ROG members will keep themselves informed about potential opportunities;
· Distribution of work between the ROG members 

· The ROG members agreed to distribute responsibilities for sub-regions and media (air/milk) between them; 
· Sara Broomhal is covering Australia and New Zealand and facilitating inter-regional cooperation with the Pacific Islands;
· Tom Harner is covering North America;
· Ramon Guardans is involved with the Mediterranean Region; 

· Tor Johannessen will arrange for receiving all available relevant air data from NILU-EMEP and will coordinate drafting of the air-related chapter;
· Britta Headlund with assistance of Paula Viana will coordinate soliciting of human data from international (WHO, AMAP) and national programmes and coordinate drafting of the human data related chapter;

· Representation of the WEOG region in the (global) Coordination Group

· Tom Harner, Sara Broomhall and Ramon Guardans;
· Coordination of activities within the WEOG ROG

· Tom Harner;
Agenda item 4: Establishing arrangements to draft the regional monitoring report
The ROG members discussed the issue on the base of the draft structure of the regional monitoring report, contained in the chapter 7.8 of the Guidance on the Global Monitoring Plan for Persistent Organic Pollutants (UNEP/POPS/COP.3/INF.14/Rev.1). 
It was agreed to establish a drafting team composed of ROG members and with possible involvement of additional experts (e.g. representatives of the relevant international programmes) and/or consultant(s). Some ROG members indicated that they are exploring the possibility secure funds to cover the related costs. 

While discussing the issue of long-range transport it was proposed that outcomes of the UNECE Task Force on Hemisphere Transport could be used to avoid duplicity, however, none of the ROG members is involved in this Task Force.
The ROG agreed to discuss the issues related to report drafting further through e-mails. The discussion will be facilitated by Tom Harner. 

Follow up:
Secretariat will summarize outcomes of the teleconference and circulate to the ROG members for comments and incorporate them into the final teleconference summary report.
An information letter about regional activities to implement the GMP in the WEOG Region will be sent by the Secretariat to all Stockholm Convention Focal Points and official contact points in the WEOG Region to facilitate regional communication. The teleconference summary report will be attached to this letter.
E-mail discussion of the issues related to report drafting will continue after the teleconference. The discussion will be facilitated by Tom Harner.

ROG members will initiate collection of the relevant readily available national and international data to be included in the regional report. Detailed approach (e.g. sample letter requesting relevant national information and who will contact whom) may be considered and agreed by the ROG members via e-mail).
A teleconference will be held in the last week of January (28-31 January 2008). The ROG members will agree on date and hour (this time in benefit of the Australian member) and, if they wish so, inform the Secretariat in order to secure the teleconference facility.

The ROG co-coordinator will propose agenda for the teleconference and facilitate discussion before and during the teleconference.
Annex 1

Background information to initiate regional organization group activities in the Western European and other states region
At its third session, held 30 April–4 May 2007 in Dakar, Senegal, the Conference of the Parties of the Stockholm Convention adopted decision SC-3/19 on effectiveness evaluation, by which it adopted a global monitoring plan on persistent organic pollutants (UNEP/POPS/COP.3/22/Rev.1, annex II) and the implementation plan for the first effectiveness evaluation (UNEP/POPS/COP.3/23/Rev.1). The decision also established regional organization groups to facilitate the regional implementation of the global monitoring plan; and invited Parties, to nominate their members with expertise in monitoring and data evaluation.   

The main objectives of the regional organization group are to define and implement the regional strategy for information gathering, including capacity-building, and to prepare the regional monitoring report for the first effectiveness evaluation to be performed by the Conference of the Parties in May 2009. Detailed tasks, activities and timeframe are outlined in the generic terms of reference for the regional organization groups (annex III to the implementation plan). 

Ms. Sara Broomhall, Australia; Mr. Ramon Guardans, Spain; Mr. Tom Harner, Canada; Ms. Britta Hedlund, Sweden; Ms. Maria Paula Machado de Barros Viana, Portugal and Mr. Tor Johannessen, Norway
 have been selected by the regional bureau as members of the regional organization group for the Western European and other states region (WEOG). To facilitate initiation of regional activities the Secretariat is organizing a teleconference on 27th November 2007 at 14:30 Geneva time. The regional activities would entail in particular:

· Establishing regional organization group strategy, workplan and timetable;

· Selecting appropriate readily available data sets and agreeing on arrangements to receive them; 

· Establishing arrangements for regional cooperation;

· Establishing arrangements to draft the regional monitoring report. 

The main reference documents providing framework for the tasks and activities of the regional organization groups are as follows:
· Decision SC-3/19; 

· The global monitoring plan (UNEP/POPS/COP.3/22/Rev.1);

· The implementation plan UNEP/POPS/COP.3/23/Rev.1, in particular its annex I outlining criteria for evaluation of data quality, as well as annex III, outlining the generic terms of reference, workplan and timetable of the regional organization groups; 

· Updated information on existing human health and environment monitoring programmes (UNEP/POPS/COP.3/INF/15); and
· The amended preliminary version of the guidance document on the global monitoring plan (UNEP/POPS/COP.3/INF.14/Rev.1).

Please note that important background documents, as well as initial guidance have been e-mailed to you on October 1st and October 3rd 2007. 
Documents related to effectiveness evaluation can be found at http://www.pops.int/documents/meetings/effeval/default.htm
